CHAPTER III

THE REPEAL AGITATION IN IRELAND

AT the end of the elections Russell went to London
to see the elder Delane, who was manager of the
Times. Delane asked him friendly questions, and
Russell frankly discussed with him his hopes and
fears; his wish to take a degree and read for a fellow-
ship, a secondary thought of being called to the Bar,
and the necessity of paying his way if he were to
do either. Delane suggested that he should come
permanently to London, get a transfer ad eundem in
statu pupillari to a college at Cambridge, and hold
himself at the disposal of the Times, which needed
a young gentleman with his readiness and knowledge
of Ireland. A visit to Cambridge, however, where he
spent a fortnight, convinced Russell that there were
temptations which he might be unable to resist, He
often admitted that in the management of his finances
he had no great aptitude, and he therefore decided
that he must live in London and somehow earn enough
to live upon while he read with the purpose of returning
to Trinity College, Dublin. Journalism had indeed
been a festive means of raking in the Sola Bills for
a short time, but somehow Delane could not give any
guarantee that that brief golden age would be repeated
in the different circumstances of London. Russell
sensibly felt that he must have something more
definite than Delane's undertaking that he would give
him work " whenever possible," and he did not neglect